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Home Hill. More info inside

3 TN T

GENERAL 7 COSMETIC Z CHILDREN %z HIGH TECH DENTISTRY

THE TOWNSVILLE WE ARE OPEN Q‘. "< CALL US DIRECTLY
DENTAL CENTRE® 7 DAYS A WEEK s e e 07 4729 0241 1 07 4778 4996




Celebrate your savings
with a home loan worth
waiting for!
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Queensland
Country Bank

07 4412 3860 « 333 Ross River Rd Aitkenvale QLD 4814

Normal lending criteria, terms, conditions and fees apply and are available on request. Consider the relevant TMD available at queenslandcountry.bank.
Canstar Outstanding Value Award - Investment Home Lender - awarded in two consecutive years to Queensland Country Bank in February 2023 and 2024.
Queensland Country Bank Limited ABN 77 087 651 027 Australian Credit Licence 244 533.
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ULTIMATE PRIZE PACK

2 X Double passes
To a 2024/25 season game of your choice.

1 x BBL sighed bat
1 x BBL signed jersey
1 x $300 Visa Gift Card
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g  Queensland 2% H
\/#¥ Country Bank /-

Queensland
W Country Bank

%
Queensland =
Country Bank | H

queenslandcountry.bank/heat-prize

Terms and Conditions apply and are available at: queenslandcountry.bank/heat-prize.
Queensland Country Bank Limited ABN 77 087 651027 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 244 533
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LIDCOMBE

The tallest towers in the Sydney
Olympic Park area, boasting
never-to-be-built-out views,
oversized layouts and the most
luxurious finishes.

MOVE IN NOW!

UCCELLO
PAGEWOOD CENTRO

A residential oasis in the heart
of Sydney’s eastern suburbs,
boasting the tallest towers in
Pagewood surrounded by
expansive parks.

MOVE IN NOW!

UNITY
MASCOT

Rising above a bustling new
retail precinct, Unity offers a
limited collection of 111 luxuriously

oversized residences, many
enjoying desirable dual aspect

CIELO
EPPING

Located on the prestigious East side
of Epping in the heart of the Town
Centre, CIELO will be Epping's
tallest tower rising 29 levels,
commanding spectacular views of

the Sydney CBD, Macquarie Park

and surrounding National Parks.

COMPLETION DUE
LATE 2025

RIVERA
PAGEWOOD CENTRO

A rare boutique collection of
42 torrens-title luxury town
homes in the heart of the
Eastern Suburbs.

Only 6 townhouses remain!

MOVE IN NOW!

THE CARLING

CARLINGFORD

The Carling is a boutique
master-planned community
comprising seven luxury
residential towers and a vibrant

new retail precinct built around

corner positions and spectacular T .
) v 3 an enchanting Central Park. o ! s
views to Botany Bay. i B LT 3
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JAMES 0420 856 682

Open 7 days | 10am-5pt

MERITON MERITON.COM.AU

*All information contained within this publication is intended as a general introduction to Meriton Property Finance only and does not form an offer or contract. Information is accurate at publication da
are subject to approval. Vendor finance is offered by Meriton Property Finance (MPF), Meriton Property Finance is not available for Baia, Iconica and Cypress Palms. ABN 36 101180 607, Credit Licence
available at www.buildrating.com.
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180 GEORGE
PARRAMATTA

Parramatta'’s tallest riverfront
residential towers rising 67 levels,
offering luxury residences with
panoramic views over the river to

the Sydney CBD.

MOVE IN NOW!

423226 899

RIVERA

THE SIGNATURE
COLLECTION

Discover 14 prestigious Torrens-
title luxury townhomes spanning
three levels. All residences
include private internal lifts and
feature house-like proportions,
providing unmatched luxury and
convenience.

COMPLETION DUE 2025.

0423 827 984

BAIA
RHODES

A magical peninsula setting,
show-stopping harbour views

and luxurious contemporary
design combine to present
prestigious bayside living at its
finest.

COMPLETION DUE
MID-2027.

0423 331591

TRILOGY
MACQUARIE PARK

The tallest towers in Macquarie
Park, boasting panoramic never-
to-be-built-out views over Lane
Cove National Park, the Sydney
CBD & the surrounding district.

COMPLETION DUE MID 2025.

MANET
PAGEWOOD CENTRO

A luxurious collection

of oversized residences,
boasting panoramic views of
Golf courses, Sydney CBD &
Botany Bay.

COMPLETION DUE 2025.

CYPRESS PALMS
SURFERS PARADISE

Queensland's Tallest Towers: A
fusion of unrivalled architecture

and engineering excellence
soaring 300 metres, crafting
a monumental icon that will
transcend the Gold Coast
skyline.

COMPLETION DUE 2027.

ELAINE 0404 806 362

Meriton Property Finance offers up to 90% of
the purchase price on one of Australia’s lowest

fixed interest rates for 2 years.

When buying off the plan, the loan approval is
valid until the apartment is completed, offering
you peace of mind on settlement.

Our in-house finance team can approve loans
within 2 business days, unlike banks who can
take many weeks.

No valuation fees
No mortgage insurance payable
Approval within 2 business days

Under $800K: No stamp duty payable

$800K - $1 Million: Partial stamp duty
payable

ICONICA
SURFERS PARADISE

Absolute beachfront!
Iconica’s two towers will
rise up to 77 storeys,
placing them among the
tallest residential buildings
in the country boasting
breathtaking views.

2 COMPLETION DUE
e AT N
AUGUST 2026.
— dﬁ\ N

EUNICE 0408 589 096

iCIRT

from Equifax

1 6. 6.6 6

LAST RATED NOQV 2023

te and may be subject to change. You are directed to rely on your own enquiries and to obtain independent financial advice as to the suitability of any products on offer. All applications for finance
- 393461. Information is accurate at the date of publication and subject to terms and conditions. The use of the iCIRT star-rating is subject to Equifax’s terms, exclusions and/or disclaimers which are
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WITH GCOLOURFUL
NDIAN GULTURE

Dear Readers,

pring is truly in the air,
and Queensland has
embraced it with a burst
of colour, energy, and
celebration. As the sun
shines brighter, the vibrant festivities
around the state remind us of the
richness of culture, diversity, and
unity that bind our communities
together. From Townsville to Brisbane
and up to Cairns, the celebration of Indian culture
is in full swing, each event a testament to the
growing bonds between Australia and India.

The 10th edition of India Fest in Townsville was
nothing short of a spectacle. Held on 24 August,
at Riverway, the festival transformed the area
into a vibrant hub of music, dance, and traditional
food stalls. With over 25,000 attendees, it was a
celebration of the richness and vibrancy of Indian
culture. From the beautiful replica of the Taj Mahal
to Bollywood and folk performances, the festival
encapsulated the spirit of community. Townsville's
Mayor, Troy Thompson, reminisced about his
youthful admiration for cricket legends like
Sunil Gavaskar, highlighting the connection that
transcends borders. His praise for the children’s
prayers and national anthem performances
truly struck a chord, underlining the significance
of passing cultural traditions to the younger
generation.

Equally impressive was the support from the
local and state officials. Aaron Harper, representing
the Premier, spoke about the power of events like
India Fest in promoting unity. The financial backing
from major sponsors, including Bravus Mining and
Resources, demonstrates how local businesses
see value in fostering cultural connections. The
festival was not just a display of colour and music;
it was a celebration of inclusion, unity, and the
shared future of our diverse communities. Deepika
Chaudhary’s heartfelt closing speech reminded
everyone of the growing success of India Fest
and its importance to the people of Townsville and
beyond.

Across Queensland, in Brisbane, the Indian
Consul General Neetu Bhagotia took centre
stage at a significant multicultural function held
at Queensland'’s Parliament House. Hosted by
Leader of the Opposition David Crisafulli, the
event underscored the vital role that cultural
communities, especially the Indian diaspora, play

ELEBRATIONS OF

in shaping Queensland’s identity.
Bhagotia's presence signified a
deepening relationship between India
and Queensland, which has been
strengthened further with the opening
of the new Consulate in Brisbane. The
Consulate serves as an essential hub,
connecting the Indian community
with their homeland while helping
them integrate into Queensland'’s
diverse society. As Bhagotia stood
alongside Queensland’s political
figures, it was clear that the ties between India

and Australia are stronger than ever, particularly in
trade, education, and cultural exchange.

Another Brisbane highlight was the Grand
Janmastami—Krishna Leela event, hosted by BAPS
Brisbane on 31 August. This festival, celebrating
the life of Lord Krishna, was a night filled with
mesmerising performances, devotion, and a
sense of unity. With vibrant re-enactments and
traditional dances, the audience was taken on
a journey through Krishna's life. The communal
dinner afterward only enhanced the feeling of
togetherness, as people from all walks of life came
together to share in the joyous celebration.

And up north, the Cairns Indian Festival made
its grand debut on 17 August, in Fogarty Park,
becoming a sensation in its own right. With over
6,000 attendees, the festival brought the best of
Indian culture to the heart of Cairns. The Cairns
Natya Crew's dynamic performances were a crowd
favourite, and Mayor Amy Eden'’s delight over the
local food reflected the growing appreciation
for Indian cuisine in Australia. Events like these
go beyond entertainment; they foster deeper
connections and bring communities togetherin a
way that few things can.

This spring, Queensland’s Indian festivals
have created a stronger sense of belonging,
unity, and pride in our shared heritage. As the
celebrations continue, they remind us all of the
power of diversity in shaping a brighter future for
Queensland. Whether it's the bustling streets of
Townsville, the halls of Parliament House, or the
parks of Brisbane and Cairns, Indian culture is
being embraced with open arms. Here's to more
vibrant, colourful celebrations and the continuing
friendship between our two nations. ~

Warm regards,
NICK ATTAM
Editor, The Indian Sun—Queensland
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DISCLAIMER: The publishers regret that they cannot accept liability for errors or omissions contained in this publication,
however caused. The opinion and views contained in this publication are not necessarily those of the publishers. Readers are
advised to seek specialist advice before acting on information contained in this publication which is provided for general use
and may not be appropriate for any reader’s particular circumstances. The ownership of the trade mark is acknowledged. No
part of this publication or any part of the content thereof may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system ortransmitted in any
form without the permission of the publishers in writing. An exemption is hereby granted for extracts used for the purpose
of fair review.

FINANCIAL DISCLAIMER: Any information provided in The Indian Sun does not constitute investment advice, financial
advice, trading advice, or any other sort of advice and you should not treat any of the website’s content as such. The Indian
Sun or Digital Media & Co does not recommend any product, service, asset or advice. No asset should be bought, sold, or held
by you based on information published on the website or the emags. Do conduct your own due diligence and consult your
financial advisor before making any investment decisions.
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THE TOWNSVILLE
DENTAL CENTRE

HIGH TECH DENTISTRY

© Intra Oral Cameras @ Digital X rays & CarieScan
© 3Shape Scanner ® Leica M320 F12 for Dentistry

© Qe @ev GaLrmeny @ 19851 L6V 6T 6V-GIFei
© CalwevBser © 3Caq Ll 6fvaTeoT
© VST 6T1D320 6T&L112 SHG e W6V

COSMETIC DENTISTRY

© Dental Veneers © 3 foam

© Porcelain Veneers © =i+t fAgt & foemg
© Composite Veneers © gay foarg

© Composite Bonding © §89 499

CHILDREN DENTISTRY

© Dental Fissure Sealants © 3.9 (5212 dlde
© Mouth Guards © uI1GY s

OUR SERVICES

© Teeth Whitening ® Dental Implants

© Bad Breath Treatment ® Wisdom Tooth Removal
© Bridges ©® Bruxism Treatment & Root Canal

© Neuromuscular Dentistry @ Periodontics

@ Fairfield Central Shopping Centre, T29, 2-30 Lakeside Drive, Idalia, 4811 | § Shop-3, 15-23 Kokoda Street, Idalia, 4811
[ info@thetownsvilledentalcentre.com.au | 2 www.thetownsvilledentalcentre.com.au
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India Fest Townsyville

2024, organised by Deepika
Chaudhary & team on 24 August
at Riverway, featured Mayor Troy
Thompson & MP Aaron Harper

OUR REPORTER
X @the_Indian_Sun

he 10th edition of India
Fest Townsville, held on 24
August 2024, transformed

Riverway into a vibrant hub of

colour, music, and community spirit.

Drawing an impressive 25,000
attendees, the festival showcased
the richness of Indian culture,
creating a lively atmosphere that
captivated the crowd.

Riverway Circuit came alive with
traditional food stalls, mesmerising
Bollywood and folk dance
performances, and a stunning
fireworks display that lit up the
evening sky. One of the standout
features of the event was a replica
of the Taj Mahal, which became
a popular photo spot for visitors,
offering a taste of India’s cultural
grandeur.

Townsville’s Mayor, Cr. Troy
Thompson, {TURN TO #9)»
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<CONTINUED FROM #8)»
attended the festival as the
Chief Guest and shared warm
memories of his youth, recalling
legendary Indian cricketers like
Sunil Gavaskar and Kapil Dev. He
praised the efforts of the India
Fest Team for organising such a
successful event and expressed
his enjoyment of every aspect
of the celebration. The Mayor
also took a moment to commend
the children who performed the
opening prayers and national
anthem, noting their beautiful
costumes and impressive
performances.

Aaron Harper, Member for
Thuringowa, representing the
Premier of Queensland and the
Minister for Multicultural Affairs,
spoke about the festival's
importance in promoting

cultural diversity and unity.
Harper shared his appreciation
for Indian cuisine, especially the
offerings from local favourite
Masala, and highlighted the
festival's role in bringing
communities together, with
support from Multicultural
Queensland playing a crucial role
in making this possible.

Rajesh Gupta, Head of
Finance at Bravus Mining and
Resources, expressed pride
in his company’s ongoing
sponsorship of the festival.
Gupta reflected on the last
decade of India Fest's success,
praising the team for their
dedication and noting how
Bravus has supported the event
over the years. He emphasised
the significance of the festival to
both the Indian {TURN TO #10)»
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<CONTINUED FROM #9)» community
and the broader Townsville region.

In the afternoon, Andrew Willcox
MP joined the festivities, enjoying the
vibrant atmosphere and lending his
support to this key cultural event.

India Fest Townsville President,
Deepika Chaudhary, expressed her
gratitude to the community for their
support. In her closing speech, she
thanked the sponsors, volunteers,
and everyone involved in making
the festival a success. Chaudhary
highlighted the ongoing growth of
India Fest and looked {TURN TO #11)»
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<CONTINUED FROM #10) forward to
welcoming everyone back for another
exciting celebration next year.

The event's major sponsors
included Bravus Mining and
Resources, Townsville City Council,
Multicultural Queensland, and several
local businesses, all contributing to the
festival's success.

As India Fest Townsville celebrated
its 10th anniversary, the festival's
success demonstrated the strength of
community spirit, cultural exchange,
and the lasting bonds created through
such celebrations. &
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Champion
of cricket,
dentistr
and
ommuni

Girish Basavaraj excels in dentistry,
cricket, and cultural leadership, enriching
Townsville through his diverse passions

L)

callidl -

P Girish with his wife, Smitha, and
b . daughter, Aarvi // Pic supplied

NICKATTAM
X @the_indian_sun

irish Basavaraj, affectionately
G known as GB, has become a

pillar in Townsville, seamlessly
blending his passion for cricket,
dentistry, and community engagement
into a life that inspires those around
him. With his Gold City Bulls recently
clinching the Mendi Constructions
Tropical Big Bash 2024 title, Girish's
journey has come full circle. The win
not only highlights his success on the
cricket field but also exemplifies his
deep commitment to the community,
making him a beloved figure in
Townsville.

Girish’s story began in the bustling
city of Bengaluru, where his family’s
dental practice laid the foundation for
his professional journey. After earning
his degree from Bapuji University
(Davangere), he built his career on a
philosophy rooted in precision and
patient care. While dentistry was his
chosen profession, cricket was never
far from his heart. From the streets of
India to the fields of Charters Towers,
the game of cricket played a significant
role in shaping his identity.

Upon arriving in Australia, Girish
faced the challenge of adapting to
local regulations while {TURN TO #13)»
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{CONTINUED FROM #12»
introducing a new style of care

that fused his Indian heritage with
Australian healthcare standards. His
decision to establish his practice

in Charters Towers, a town known
for its warmth and strong sense

of community, proved to be both
challenging and rewarding. Starting
out with a small clinic, Girish focused
on fostering relationships with his
patients, building trust that went
beyond mere treatments. Today, his
Gold City Dental Clinic is thriving, a
testament to his dedication and the

/ o .
Girish's Gold City Bulls recently clinching the Mendi Constructions Tropical Big Bash 2024 title // Pic supplieA

But it's Girish's commitment to
cricket that has truly brought him into
the limelight. Through his sponsorship
and involvement in local cricket, Girish
has transformed the Gold City Bulls
from a regular cricket teaminto a
community-driven powerhouse. The
team, which represents his dental
clinic, embodies the values Girish
holds dear: hard work, teamwork,
and community engagement. His
passion for the game goes beyond
the field, with Girish organising events
like “Family Day Out,” where players
and their families come together to

trust he has earned in the community. celebrate the sport. These gatherings

| L
-’ g . 3
Girish's with his colleages at Gold City Dental Centre // Pic supplie

have fostered a unique sense of unity,
making the Gold City Bulls much more
than just a cricket team.

The recent triumph of the Gold
City Bulls at the Tropical Big Bash is
areflection of the leadership Girish
brings to everything he touches. The
team’s success, anchored by standout
players like Dan Gartrell and Brenton
Edwards, is the result of careful
planning, strategic leadership, and
Girish’s ability to inspire both players
and supporters alike. His cricketing
journey, however, doesn't stop atthe
Big Bash. The Gold City Bulls have also
made their markin {TURN TO #14)»

AN

While
dentistry was
his chosen
profession,
cricket was
never far
from his
heart. From
the streets
of India to
the fields

of Charters
Towers, the
game of
cricket played

a significant
role in shaping
his identity
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Girish with his wife, Smitha, and

daughter, Aarvi / Pic supplied A
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<CONTINUED FROM #13)» veterans'
cricket, participating in the Veterans
Cricket Masters Tournament, where
they finished as runners-up in the
over-40s category. Girish's vision is
clear: cricket is not just a sport but a
way of bringing people together, and
his ambition to expand the Bulls' legacy
includes plans to promote women's and
junior cricket in the region.

Girish's involvement with the
community extends far beyond the
cricket pitch. As the director of the Sri
Siddhi Vinayak Cultural Centre (SVCC),
he plays a key role in promoting
multiculturalism in Townsville. His
efforts to bring the Indian community
together through cultural events
have earned him widespread
admiration. The SVCC has become
a vital part of Townsville’s cultural
landscape, contributing to a greater
understanding of Indian traditions
while enriching the town’s vibrant
tapestry of multiculturalism.

For Girish, the connection between
cricket, community, and culture is
natural. He sees cricket as a vehicle
for bridging cultural divides, and his
efforts to promote the game among
younger generations speak volumes
about his commitment to inclusivity.
His dream of establishing a junior

cricket team is a reflection of his
desire to nurture the sport and provide
opportunities for the next generation
to experience the joy of cricket.
Girish's leadership has ensured that
the Gold City Bulls are more than just
a team; they are a symbol of unity and
collective spirit, drawing fans from all
walks of life.

Behind every successful individual
stands a strong support system, and
for Girish, his family plays a crucial role
in his journey. His wife, Smitha, and
daughter, Aarvi, have been steadfast
in their support, accompanying him
on his journey from India to Australia.
Their presence has provided Girish
with the strength to pursue his
passions while maintaining the
delicate balance between professional
and personal life. Even their dog,
Chilli, has become an integral part of
their close-knit family, reflecting the
warmth and joy that Girish values in
both his professional and personal
endeavours.

Girish's journey has not been
without challenges. From adapting
to a new country and overcoming
cultural barriers to expanding his
dental practice and transforming a
local cricket team into a community
brand, he has faced each obstacle

with resilience and determination. His
story serves as an example of how
dedication to one’s profession and love
for the community can create lasting
change. As Girish continues to build on
the success of both his dental practice
and the Gold City Bulls, his influence in
Townsville is only set to grow.

For the people of Townsville,
Girish's story is one of inspiration. He
has managed to fuse his professional
life with his personal passions,
creating a legacy that reaches far
beyond the boundaries of his dental
clinic. His ability to unite people
through sport, culture, and healthcare
makes him a truly unique figure in the
community.

With the Gold City Bulls’ victory
in the Tropical Big Bash and Girish’s
continued involvement in veterans’
cricket, the future looks bright for
this driven individual. His plans
to expand the reach of cricket in
Townsville, alongside his dedication
to patient care, highlight a man who
is deeply invested in his community’s
well-being. Girish Basavaraj is more
than just a dentist and a cricket
enthusiast—he is a community leader,
a cultural ambassador, and a man with
a vision that continues to inspire those
around him &
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On 17 August 2024 at Fogarty Park, Cairns
Indian Festival debuted, organised by Cairns
Hindu Samaj, with guests like Cairns Mayor Amy
Eden and David Crisafulli MP

NICKATTAM
X @the_indian_sun

he Cairns Indian Festival made
I its vibrant debut on 17th August

2024, transforming Fogarty
Park into a bustling celebration of
Indian culture. Over 6,000 attendees
flocked to the event, which became
the talk of the town for its lively
performances, delicious cuisine, and
the strong sense of community it
fostered.

As the park filled with the sounds of
Bollywood hits and traditional dance,
the crowd was treated to an array of
performances that truly brought the
festival to life. {TURN TO #18)»
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Think Travel Think Palki
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CALL US FOR
SPECIALS
DEALS FOR
DEC-FEB

SERVICES
» End-to-end tailor-made solutions

» 24/7 quality customer support
» Affordable price quote

. WhatsApp service available
@ Payments in AUD and INR available
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MORE INFO

21 Call Now 1300 172 554

www.palkitravel.com.au

BOOKNOW
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€CONTINUED FROM #16)» Among

the many highlights was the Cairns
Natya Crew, whose dynamic dance
routine left everyone in awe. The

crew, featuring talented performers
like Dhanya Shaj, Suresh Kesavan,

Kavi Kris, Harmanpreet Kaur, Renuka
Bisht, Rashmi Rao, and Sabiya Sandhu,
captured the audience's attention with
their passion and skill.

But the festival wasn't just about
the performances. The food stalls
drew just as much attention, offering
arich variety of Indian dishes that
satisfied every craving. From the
spicy tang of chaats to the sweet
indulgence of gulab jamuns, there
was something to delight every taste
bud. Even Cairns Mayor Amy Eden was
impressed, singling out the tamarind
sauce on her samosa as ‘insanely
delicious’. Her remarks reflected a
broader appreciation for the Indian
community’s contributions to the local
culture.

The festival also attracted praise
from local dignitaries. David Crisafulli
MP, Leader of the Opposition of
Queensland, applauded the event,
noting the positive atmosphere
and the significant role the Indian
community plays in the region. Nick
Attam, Queensland editor of The Indian
Sun, contributed to the occasion by
delivering a speech and presenting
an award, underscoring the festival's
importance in the community.

Beyond the festivities, the day
was a testament to the spirit of
togetherness that defines Cairns.
Stallholders like Lisa Conyers of
REVO Rideshare were thrilled with
the response, engaging with visitors
interested in the company’s new ride-
share concept. Meanwhile, the Cairns
Hindu Samaj used the opportunity
to promote their ‘NO Plastic’ theme
through the children’s performances, a
message that resonated well with the
audience.

Recognition was also given to
local figures like Chef Daulat Singh
Panwar, who was honoured with the
Community Impact Award for his
service during the December floods.
His efforts, along with those of others,
highlighted the festival’s role in
bringing the community closer.

As the day drew to a close, the
success of the Cairns Indian Festival
was undeniable. The event not only
celebrated the richness of Indian
culture but also strengthened the
bonds within the Cairns community.
With such enthusiastic participation,
the festival has set the stage foran
even more exciting celebration next
year.

For everyone involved—organisers,
sponsors, volunteers, and attendees—
the festival was a triumph. It has set
a new standard for cultural events
in Cairns, leaving everyone eagerly
anticipating what's to come. ~
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Presents
Garba Nights
Garba No Rang... Amare Sang

Get your Dresses and Dandiya Ready

We are happy let you know that We have organised 4 days
Navaratri 2024 on the below dates.

Free For kids

Dress Code : Traditional

L8
‘ A

n¢ ’ Dates and Time

1st Weekend 2nd Weekend

Saturday 5th October 2024 (6pm Onwards) Saturday 12th Oct 2024 (6pm Onwards)
Sunday 6th October 2024 (6pm Onwards) Sunday 13th Oct 2024 (6pm Onwards)

Venue

Townsville Table Tennis Association 60 Charters Towers Rd, Hermit Park QLD 4812

Contacts Light Snacks Provided - RSVP Must

Mahendra Patel : 0430 589 735
Gaurav Patel : 0403 702 652 Book Your Tickets Now
Ketan Chaudhari: 0403 613 542

0 Gujaratisamajtownsville

SEPTEMBER 2024 ~ VOL 14 ISSUE 172 ~ & THEINDIANSUN.COM.AU ~ FOLLOW USON f X [© @




oyous
evening of

festivi

Cairns Hindu Samaj's Sri Krishna
Janmastami celebration at Brinsmead
Community Hall united the community
in vibrant devotion, dance & tradition

devotion &
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NICKATTAM
X @the_indian_sun

he Cairns Hindu Samaj (CHS)
hosted a vibrant celebration
of Sri Krishna Janmastami on

Sunday, 26 August, at the Brinsmead
Community Hall. From 6 PM to 8 PM,
the hall was transformed into a sacred
space brimming with devotion, joy,
and community spirit.
The evening's program featured a
rich tapestry of traditional activities,
beginning with soulful Bhajans
and a heartfelt Puja that set a
serene tone for the festivities.
Participants were then treated
to a lively display of Ras Garba,
showcasing the energetic dance
forms that are an integral part of
the celebration.

One of the highlights of the
evening was the Handi Fod ceremony,
where attendees witnessed the
symbolic breaking of an earthen pot, a
traditional practice associated with the
playful exploits of Lord Krishna. The
event concluded with a beautiful Aarti,
followed by the distribution of Prasad,
a blessed offering {TURN TO #21)»
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shared with all.

The occasion wasfurther
enriched by the presence of
children dressed as Little
Krishna and Radha, adding
atouch of innocence and
charm to the celebrations.
Their adorable costumes

and performances
delighted the
attendees,
embodying
the essence
of the festival.
CHS extended
a heartfelt thank
you to everyone who
joined the celebration,
stating, "Thank you
so much for joining us
at the Janmastami
celebration! Your
presence made the
event truly special.
Your participation was
deeply appreciated and
contributed significantly
to the success of the
event”

{CONTINUED FROM #20)»

The Sri Krishna
Janmastami celebration was
awonderful testament to

the vibrant cultural and
spiritual traditions of
the Hindu community
in Cairns. The evening
was marked by a deep
sense of unity and
devotion, reflecting
the rich heritage
and the strong
bonds within the
community.
As we look
back on the joyous
occasion, we extend
our gratitude
toallwho
attended and
made the event
memorable.
Your support
and involvement
continue to
strengthen the fabric
of our community
and enrich our
shared cultural
experiences. &~
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COMMUNITY "

On 24 August
at Andergrove

Community Hall,
Harpreet Kaur

= & Veerpal Kaur
celebration =
vibrant Teeyan

Mela 2024,

®
in Macka
culture

NICKATTAM
X @the_indian_sun

The evening began with a serene
ambiance as Ashwini, Meera,
and a group of dedicated
volunteers adorned the photos

of revered Gurus with beautiful
decorations. The atmosphere was
filled with reverence and devotion,

as participants chanted praises and
reflected on the profound teachings of
their spiritual leaders.

The Teeyan Mela 2024, held on
Saturday, 24 August, was a vibrant
celebration of culture and community
at the Andergrove Community Hall. The
event, which ran {TURN TO #23)»
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<CONTINUED FROM #22)» from 4 PM
to 9 PM, was a delightful showcase of
Indian traditions and community spirit,
drawing together families and friends
from across the region.

Organised by Harpreet Kaur and
Veerpal Kaur, the Teeyan Mela was
a resounding success, featuring an
array of activities that highlighted the
rich cultural heritage of the Indian
community. Attendees enjoyed
traditional performances, folk dances,
and a variety of Indian culinary
delights, making for a truly immersive
cultural experience.

The event was marked by its lively
atmosphere, with the community
coming together to celebrate through
music, dance, and delicious food.

The organisers were thrilled with

YOUR ULTIMATE
EVENT GUIDE

wWhat's

TOWNSVILL

the turnout and the enthusiastic
participation of all who attended.

Harpreet Kaur and Veerpal Kaur
expressed their gratitude to everyone
who joined in the festivities, noting
that the presence and participation of
the community made the event special
and memorable.

Teeyan Mela 2024 not only
showcased the vibrant traditions of the
Indian community but also provided
a wonderful opportunity for cultural
exchange and community bonding.

The organisers extend their thanks
to all attendees for making Teeyan
Mela a memorable celebration. For
those who missed out, stay tuned
for more community events and
opportunities to engage in cultural
celebrations in Mackay. ~

City of
Townswlle
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OUR REPORTER

X @the_indian_sun
he fans of ‘Power Star’' Pawan
I Kalyan gathered in full force
in Townsville, Australia,
to celebrate the beloved actor's
birthday with unmatched enthusiasm
and excitement. The event was a
testament to the deep admiration
and loyalty that Pawan Kalyan
inspires among his fans, making it a
memorable evening filled with joy and
devotion.

~ A cinematic celebration: The
fans’ tribute

The highlight of the celebration
was a special screening of Pawan
Kalyan's iconic film "Gabbar Singh."
The movie brought together a diverse
group of die-hard fans, including
Pawan, Sanjay, Satish, Prasanth, and
many others. The venue was charged
with energy as the fans cheered,
clapped, and even danced to their
favourite scenes, showcasing the
impact of Pawan Kalyan’'s on-screen

charisma.

Pawan, a dedicated fan known
for his unwavering support of Pawan
Kalyan, spoke passionately about the
star’s influence. "Pawan Kalyan isn't
just an actor to us; he's an inspiration.
His movies bring so much joy and
positivity into our lives," said Pawan,
who played a significant role in
organising the event. Sanjay, another
enthusiastic fan, echoed these
sentiments: "We have been fans for
years, and celebrating his birthday
like this, even thousands of miles
away from India, is truly special."

Fans like Nick, Chakri, Mani,
Rajsekhar, Reshma, Abhi, and Vamshi
also shared stories of their admiration
for Pawan Kalyan, reminiscing about
the powerful characters he has
portrayed over the years. "It's not
just about the movies; it's about the
person behind them. Pawan Kalyan
has a way of connecting with people,
and that's why we are all here today,"
said Nick.

~ Atouch of political pride, but

mostly a fan moment

While there was a presence of
political admiration at the event,
led by Ram, the Queensland State
Convenor of the Jana Sena Party,
the focus remained largely on
the cinematic celebrations. Ram
acknowledged Pawan Kalyan's
influence in politics but emphasised
that the event was primarily about
celebrating his film career.

However, the heart of the
celebration was with the fans who
came together purely out of their love
for Pawan Kalyan's movies. "Tonight is
all about the fans," said Prasanth. "We
are here to celebrate our hero and the
joy his films bring into our lives."

~ Uniting fans across borders
The gathering highlighted how
Pawan Kalyan's appeal transcends
borders and unites people
through shared passion. Fans cut
a large birthday cake and shared
memories of their favorite Pawan
Kalyan moments, creating a warm,
community atmosphere.

S T UAC Ly T LT ——

nsin

For many, like Reshma and
Vamshi, the event was less about
political affiliations and more about
coming together to honor a star who
has touched their hearts with his
performances. "It's about celebrating
his journey as an entertainer,’
Reshma shared. "We're all here
because of the joy he brings us."

~ A memorable night for
die-hard fans

The evening ended on a high
note, with fans dancing and singing
in celebration of their favourite star.
The excitement and energy of the
night lingered long after, as everyone
left looking forward to more such
fan moments and, of course, Pawan
Kalyan’s future films.

Pawan Kalyan’s birthday
celebration in Townsville was a
vibrant tribute to the star's impact as
an actor and the loyalty of his fans.

It was a night where fans, led by die-
hards like Pawan and Sanjay, came
together to celebrate their heroin a
truly memorable way. ~

24
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New Zealand — 7 days trip
Dates: 12t — 18th Oct
7 days itinerary for Tour details:

stunningsouth island:
1. Configuredfor: Indian

1. Queenstown (Start) parents and families

2. Te Anau Lake 2. Vehicle: 11-seater van

3. Milford sound or 8-seater SUV

4. Wanaka 3. Languages: Hindi,

5. Arrowtown Punjabi and English

6. Lake Pukaki 4. Available service-tour

7. Lake Tekapo guide will accompany

8. Mt Cook from Melbourne airport

9. AarokiNational Park or meet at Queenstown

10. Lake Hawea airport (in N2Z)

11. Queenstown (Finish) 5. Price: Call us forbest
offer

Travel Passion is on...

Call/What'sapp: +61 493 195874
travelpassionison@gmail.com
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he Multicultural Fiesta and
Diwali Festival of Lights is set

to bring a vibrant fusion of

cultures to Pine Rivers Park, Strathpine,

on 12 October 2024. Organised by the
Multicultural Association of Caboolture
and Surroundings Inc., this event
marks the 25th anniversary of the
Fiesta, a fixture in the community
since 1999, and promises to be a lively
celebration of diversity.

Combining the longstanding Fiesta
with the Diwali Festival of Lights, which
has been celebrated in the area since
2019, the event will run from1pmto 7
pm. Attendees can expect an array of
cultural performances, workshops, and
food stalls, showcasing the traditions
and flavours of the many cultures that
enrich the region. The event, now a
highly anticipated feature on the local
calendar, highlights the strong sense
of community that has been built over
the years.

The organisers are inviting locals

and community leaders to join in the
celebration and share their experiences
and insights. Whether through
performing or simply attending, the
community’s involvement is seen as
key to the ongoing success of the
Fiesta. With this year's milestone, the
organisers hope to further strengthen
the bonds that unite the area’s diverse
populations.

As the park prepares to light up
with performances and festivities,
the event serves as a reminder of the
importance of community engagement
and cultural integration. The
combination of Diwali, a festival known
for its message of light overcoming
darkness, with the annual Fiesta,
only deepens the significance of the
event in promoting unity and harmony
among the local population.

From delicious food to captivating
performances, the event is expected
to draw people from all walks of life,
reflecting the spirit of inclusion that
has made the Multicultural Fiesta and
Diwali Festival a cornerstone of local
life. &~

MACS INC presents

25th Multicultural Fiesta

& Diwali Festival of Lights

o = E““

Saturday 12th/October 2024
Pine Rivers Park, Strathpine

REGISTERATIONS OPEN

S
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e
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Paritosh - 0404629220

“ CITYOF
= MORETON BAY
Ari - 0401674516
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SLLIS

The South Asian

OF QUEENSLAND

Genes and Health g
in Australia

(SAGHA) study

DID YOU KNOW?
Interested in the role of genes on e South Asians make up
heart health? ~25% of world's
population but less than
Want to help improve healthcare for 2% of genetic study
future generations of South Asians participants

in Australia?

e Greater South Asian
representation in
research will help improve
healthcare for future
generations of Australian
South Asians

Register your interest to participate
in the SAGHA Study.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION VISIT

OUR WEBSITE:
ELIGIBILITY: HTTPS://SAGHAUS.ORG/ E

South Asian ancestry (Indian, OR SCAN QR CODE
Pakistani, Bangladeshi and/or Sri
Lankan heritage)

Living in QLD Contact the research team at
ving in sagha@.ug.edu.au or Dr Sonia

Over the age of 18 Shah (Project Lead) at

Australian Permanent Residents | sonia.shah@imb.ug.edu.au if you
or Citizens have any questions.

HREC 2022_HEO01388
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Dr. Dwija Karumanchit®

In small .
communities

ou get to know

your patients
deepl

as individuals
but as part of

their families and

community. This
understanding

helpsin

effective care”
~ DR. SARAT C.V. TATA

not just

INDIRA LAISRAM
@indira_laisram

n the quiet rural community of
Home Hill, nestled just outside
Townsville, Dr. Sarat Chandra
Viswanadh Tata has become
an integral figure, not only as a
healthcare provider but as a key part
of the community.

As the owner and head doctor
of Home Hill Surgery, the sole
healthcare provider in the area, Dr.
Tata's journey from Nellimarla, India,
to becoming a vital force in rural
Australian healthcare is one defined
by adaptability, perseverance, and a
deep connection to his patients.

"Working in rural healthcare has
profoundly shaped my approach to
patient care," says Dr. Tata.

Reflecting on his early days in
Nellimarla to his current practice
in Home Hill, he emphasises the
importance of a personalised
approach in rural areas, where
advanced medical facilities are often
scarce.

“In small communities, you get
to know your patients deeply, not
just as individuals but as part of
their families and community. This

understanding helps in providing
more holistic and effective care,” he
adds.

Taking over Home Hill Surgery
presented an opportunity for Dr.
Tata to enhance the quality of care
and bring a fresh perspective to the
practice. Despite the challenges—
three of his doctors left at short
notice in early 2024—he assembled a
new team of dedicated professionals,
each bringing unique skills and a
passion for community-focused
healthcare.

Together, they offer services
that range from women's health and
chronic disease management to
mental health and skin cancer care.

Since 2014, the surgery has
grown to meet the evolving needs
of the community. The COVID-19
pandemic brought the need for
adaptability in healthcare, with Home
Hill Surgery quickly transitioning to
telehealth services and reinforcing
infection control protocols.

The Dynamic Team
Dr. Tata acknowledges the
importance of his new team
comprising—Dr. Mounika Cherabudla,
Dr. Priyanka Rapelli,
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: Dr.
Pavani Ganapathi and Dr. Dwija
Karumanchi.

Dr. Tata's wife, Dr. Pavani
Ganapathi, has been an
essential pillar of support. From
handling administrative tasks to
spearheading community outreach,
her involvement has been vital
in ensuring the clinic’s smooth
operations.

"Her unwavering support has
allowed me to focus on patient care
and strategic development,” says
Dr. Tata.

The couple’s partnership has
extended beyond the clinic, with her
recently joining the practice as a
GP, strengthening their professional
and personal bond.

Dr. Mounika Cherabudla
joined the team in July 2024.

With experience in India, the UK,
and Townsville, she specialises
in women's health and chronic
diseases.

As a GP, she enjoys practicing
holistic healthcare—dealing with
ailments but also mental and social
factors which give her a good
opportunity to understand where
the disease arises and learn more
about the patients through GP care.

She also enjoys working with
the community’s elderly, which has
broadened her understanding of
‘complete medicine’.

Dr. Cherabudla's approach to
holistic healthcare, addressing
not just physical ailments but also
mental and social factors, aligns
well with Home Hill Surgery’s
patient needs.

Dr. Dwija Karumanchi, originally
from Tiruvuru and trained at
MIMS Vizianagaram, completed
her Master's in Health Services at
Griffith University. She also passed
her Australian exams and interviews
for a GP position at Home Hill
Surgery, joining Dr. Tata's clinic.

She relocated to Home Hill from
Brisbane in February 2021 with her
husband and their three-year-old
daughter.

“Moving with a family has been
a significant change in many ways,
but | don't regret it since starting
work here. Joining Home Hill
Surgery as the only female doctor
in the practice has been a unique
opportunity. I've had the chance to
work with many wonderful women
who have welcomed me warmly,”
she says.

“Dr. Tata has

30
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Dr. Priyanka Rapelli

always
been supportive and encouraging,
and all our colleagues are incredibly
lovely and supportive of each
other. Our main goal is to ensure
that patients receive the best care
and treatment. As ateam, it's our
responsibility to make sure patients
are well cared for,” she adds.

Dr. Karumanchi is also grateful
for the community’s support and
says the positive feedback received
from home visits to those in need
highlights the impact of their work.

Dr. Priyanka Rapelli is the
newest member of the team at
Home Hill Surgery. She graduated
from Ukraine and worked in her
home country of India for three
years before moving to Sydney,
where she gained her first
experience in General Practice.

"l love serving patients and
learning new things," she shares,
adding that she's already begun
settling into the peaceful and
welcoming atmosphere of Home
Hill.

“Working as a GP at Home Hill
Surgery provides valuable exposure
to general practice in regional
towns, allowing me to experience
and practice various aspects of the

field. | have also learned about the
local culture and traditions, which

| believe is crucial for providing
effective healthcare to the Burdekin
community. | am very glad to be a
part of Home Hill Surgery, where we
work as a family and as a team,” she
says.

AVision for the Future

Under Dr. Tata's guidance, Home
Hill Surgery continues to evolve. The
practice has expanded its services
to include women's health, chronic
disease management, mental
health, and skin cancer care. The
COVID-19 pandemic underscored
the need for adaptability, prompting
the clinic to swiftly implement
telehealth services and reinforce
infection control measures.

Dr. Tata's dedication to
improving community health
and his ability to build a skilled
and compassionate team ensure
that Home Hill Surgery remains a
cornerstone of rural healthcare.

With the new team'’s diverse
expertise and shared commitment
to patient care, the practice is
well-positioned to meet the
evolving needs of the Burdekin
community.
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Ganeshotsav 2024

Sunday (5 Septewber 2024 47PM-8PM

Millwell Road community centre, || Millwell Road Maroochydore aLD
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Consulate General szmlndia Brisbane QLD

in association with

OM Positive Orgah‘izs{ers Brisbane QLD

Hln(h Diwas /

Saturday 14-Sep-24 l Burnie Brae
12:00pm - 3.00pm Community Centre

60 Kuran St, Chermside QLD 4032
Fuar 2= 4T & W H, 39 S99 | wfa 81 Please join us in honoring and celebrating our

B4 99T & HE"H | Hindi Language " through
- g wftyanfirar, wfear afcrarfar - Essay Competition, Poetry Competition
- fo=t faa, R e, FER, - Hindi Poetry, Recitation, Recollections;
- f& wivpfie wee va segfor, - Hindi Cultural Performances & Presentations;
R sfmTaR i e, - Hindi Srimad Bhagwad Gita Distribution;
- & WO SR T

- Hindi Bhajans and songs.

Event to conclude with networking

For Event Registration & Iig ht refreshments. Expression of Interest for
. Performances
Please Register for the Event
@ e @ .
TR & Submit your EOI for Performances
'a-_; . Fm:r T
;ﬁ Cap TUH B (Please Contact)
f’ For Performances, Sponsorships and any query:
i M: 0415 798 043, 0466 666 171, Email: Ompositive.organisers@gmail.com
"3:. - Paﬁ%
o wHEIfoe FEdri
Supported & Sponsored by Main Cornrnunlty Support

;I.I:ﬁlln Times

- -
Ausstralian
indian Racio

Hind P
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Sstnengthen

Oueensland-

India ties at
Parliament
event

Indian Consul General Neetu Bhagotia
strengthened India-Queensland ties at a
multicultural event in Parliament House

NICKATTAM
X @the_indian_sun

Neetu Bhagotia took centre

stage at a key multicultural
function held at Queensland's
Parliament House, reinforcing the
strengthening relationship between
India and Queensland. The event,
hosted by Leader of the Opposition
David Crisafulli, was a celebration
of Queensland’s diverse cultural
communities, showcasing their role in
shaping the state’s identity. Bhagotia's
presence at the event marked a pivotal
moment for the Indian community in
Queensland, reflecting the growing ties
between the two regions.

Bhagotia’'s involvement comes at
a time when the Indian populationin
Queensland is expanding, with many
Indian-origin residents contributing
to the state’s economic and cultural
landscape. The newly opened Indian
Consulate-General in Brisbane, where
Bhagotia serves as Consul General, has
become an essential hub for fostering
diplomatic, trade, and cultural
relations. This consulate plays a
crucial role in ensuring that the Indian
community in Queensland remains
well-connected, not only with their
homeland but also in their integration

I ndian Consul General in Brisbane
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David Crisafulli
used the event to
outline his party’s
commitment to
multiculturalism
emphasising inclusion

CERIIFICATE

and diversity as

key pillars for
Queensland’s future

into Queensland'’s multicultural society.
The event at Parliament House
was more than a celebration of
multiculturalism; it was an opportunity
to highlight ongoing initiatives aimed
at building stronger, more inclusive
communities. Bhagotia's presence
underscored the significance of
India’s role in Queensland'’s evolving
identity. Her participation echoed
the broader efforts of the Indian
government to strengthen ties with
Australia, particularly in areas of trade,
education, and cultural exchange.

~ Strengthening Ties with India

As Bhagotia continues her work
at the Consulate-General in Brisbane,
her presence at such events highlights
the shared goals between Queensland
and India. With increasing numbers of
Indian migrants calling Queensland
home, the consulate has been a key
player in facilitating smoother relations
between the two regions. Beyond
diplomatic efforts, the consulate is
actively involved in cultural exchange
programs, business ventures, and
community initiatives that strengthen
the bonds between India and
Queensland.

The Indian community in
Queensland is not just growing in
numbers; it is also becoming more
visible in various sectors, from
business to education and beyond.
Bhagotia’'s involvement in these
efforts showcases India’'s commitment
to fostering positive relations with
Queensland, while ensuring that the
Indian diaspora feels supported and
integrated within their new home.

Crisafulli's Multicultural Connect
program aligns well with these goals,
as it promises to provide crucial
infrastructure for communities
that have long struggled without
permanent spaces. For Queensland’s
Indian community, this means the
potential for dedicated facilities that
can serve as cultural hubs, meeting
places, and venues for events that
celebrate their heritage.

As Bhagotia and Crisafulli continue

to champion multiculturalism in
Queensland, the relationship between
India and Queensland looks set to
grow stronger. Both leaders are
playing their part in ensuring that
multiculturalism remains at the

heart of Queensland'’s identity, while
fostering the connections that will
drive future cooperation between India
and Queensland.

~ Crisafulli's Multicultural Vision

David Crisafulli used the event

to outline his party’'s commitment
to multiculturalism, emphasising
inclusion and diversity as key pillars for
Queensland’s future. The centrepiece
of this commitment is the recently
announced $5 million Multicultural
Connect grants program, aimed at
supporting not-for-profit multicultural
organisations across Queensland.
The program will offer grants of up to
$500,000 for infrastructure projects,
allowing these groups to establish or
upgrade permanent facilities.

Many multicultural organisations
in Queensland operate without the
necessary infrastructure to support
their growing communities. Crisafulli
noted that the Multicultural Connect
grants would help fill this gap, ensuring
that these organisations have the
resources to support year-round
activities, beyond one-off cultural
celebrations. The LNP’s initiative
seeks to create lasting support for
multicultural groups, allowing them
to thrive in permanent spaces,
whether for cultural, sporting, or social
activities.

The Indian Consul General's
participation in the event added
weight to Crisafulli's announcement,
particularly in the context of
Queensland’s Indian community,
which continues to grow. Bhagotia's
presence was a symbol of the
partnership between India and
Queensland, and the announcement
of the Multicultural Connect grants
further solidified the commitment to
supporting communities like the Indian
diaspora.
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. ueensland's multicultural
°communities could soon
receive a major boost, with
the LNP announcing a $5 million

to
stron

Multicultural Connect grants program

if elected in October. This initiative is
part of the LNP’s broader “Right Plan for
Queensland’s Future” and is aimed at
supporting not-for-profit multicultural
A
®

organisations across the state, many of
which currently lack permanent facilities.
The program, spread over four years,
will provide grants of up to $500,000
to help groups build or upgrade
community halls, meeting spaces, or
sporting facilities. Crucially, the initiative
encourages matched contributions
from community groups, offering a
collaborative approach to infrastructure
development.
LNP Leader David Crisafulli,
while addressing a large gathering
of multicultural communities in
Queensland, highlighted the
importance of this program in
supporting the state’s diversity.
“The Multicultural Connect
initiative is about giving these
groups a permanent home,
helping them celebrate their
{TURNTO #37»

David Crisafulli announces LNP’s
S5 million Multicultural Connect
grants, aiming to boost Queensland’s
multicultural infrastructure
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<CONTINUED FROM #36) heritage
and support each other,” Crisafulli said.
“As the son of migrants, | know how
vital it is for these communities to have
a place to call their own, to connect,
and to thrive. This plan goes beyond
one-off celebrations and delivers year-
round infrastructure.”

Crisafulli underscored that
the grants would help growing
communities that have expanded
from small beginnings, often without
a space to host gatherings or organise
events.

John-Paul Langbroek, Shadow
Minister for Multiculturalism, echoed
Crisafulli's sentiment, emphasising
that this investment would allow
multicultural communities to invest in
much-needed facilities.

“Our multicultural organisations are
growing, but many lack the facilities to

meet their community’s needs. These
grants will make a real difference,
enabling them to establish the venues
they need,” Langbroek explained. “The
LNP's investment will not only provide
funds but will also work alongside
existing funding streams for services
and events.”

Langbroek highlighted that this
initiative is part of the broader effort
to build better communities across
Queensland. Multicultural groups
are set to play an essential role in
fostering inclusivity and enriching
the state’s social fabric, and the LNP's
commitment is positioned as a key step
in ensuring their growth.

If elected, the LNP's Multicultural
Connect program could see diverse
communities across Queensland
flourish, with infrastructure that
facilitates connection and inclusion. ~

.......

Shirdi Sai Sansthan Brisbane Cordially Invites
You and Your Family to

Sri Srinivasa (Balaji) Kalyanam

ON SATURDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2023 STARTING AT 8 AM

AT CARRARA COMMUNITY CENTRE
NIELSENS ROAD, CARRARA GOLD COAST 4211

ty -

& -

-

t

— ) 5 7“ ' -
Free Event
- Bank details for donations: b
Account: Shirdi Sai Building Fund
A BSB: 064 184 A/C No: 1117 0328 A

All funds will go towards the Community hall project
For More Information:

Manik-0416144837 Venkat -0430486607 Veerendra-0433390723 Shailendhra-0478744957

Saritha-0422268407 Sudha-0411398085 SriKala-0420371469 Surekha-0432448871
Srikanth-0402506070 Ravi-0425347529 Kumar-0433360029 Prabhakar-0401085707
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orn to Indian immigrant
. B parents of Goan descent,
J Zaneta Mascarenhas’s story
' stands out. She turned her dreams into
I reality by embracing both her heritage

and the country she now calls home.

Zaneta made history when she was
elected to the seat of Swan in Western
Australia (WA), becoming not only the
first female member in 101 years but
also the first person of colour to hold
the position (more on that later).

Her parents moved from Kenya to
settle in Western Australia, where she
was born in Kalgoorlie. She grew up in
Kambalda, “a nickel mining town where
Dad was a fitter and Mum was the
kindy cleaner.”

“When my dad considered moving
to Australia, he was told that he had
the right skills but was the wrong
colour. Despite this, Australia was the
country he deeply wanted to go to, and
of all the places he could have ended
up, he chose the Goldfields in Western
Australia,” says Zaneta.

Despite being a small country
town, Kambalda was rich in diversity.
She grew up surrounded by skilled
migrants from all over the world,
experiencing the best {TURN TO #39»

A trailblazing MP, advocates for
diversity, climate action, and
workplace culture reform
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<CONTINUED FROM #38) of both
multicultural and regional Australia.

Zaneta's first job, which she loved,
was on the checkout at Woolies. When
her supervisor bullied her to tears in
front of customers, she saw firsthand
the importance of being part of a
union.

At 18, she moved to Perth to study
science and engineering at Curtin
University. She later served as Curtin
Student Guild President and NUS West
President, leading the fight against
the Liberals’ attempts to dismantle
student unions and raise university
fees. She went on to work as an
engineer on mine sites across regional
WA and Victoria for about 15 years.

She recalls, “When | was
preselected to work as an engineer
and warned that it would be a tough
game, | had little doubt that it was
something | could handle.”

This resilience as a female ina
male-dominated field has been a
cornerstone of her journey toward
running for parliament.

Backed by her experience
as an engineer in the field of
decarbonisation and climate action,
Zaneta was motivated to run for
federal parliament to advocate for
stronger climate change policies.

She reflects, “l was deeply proud
that, within the first two weeks of
being elected, we increased our
greenhouse gas emissions target
to 43% by 2030. We didn't have to
legislate this target, but we did it
to send a strong signal to both the
community and the investment
sector. And the truth is, both the
community and investors responded
positively.”

“We've also introduced a target
of 82% renewable energy by 2030.
| believe my experiences have
contributed to achieving these policy
outcomes,” she says.

Zaneta is enthusiastic about
the opportunities decarbonisation
offers Australia. She believes
Australia should lead global efforts
by leveraging its renewable energy
and resources, and by evaluating its
economy and exports to significantly
reduce global carbon emissions.

Zaneta's 2022 election victory,
defeating Liberal Kristy McSweeney
with a 12 per cent swing, became a
cause célébre. She made history as
the first woman to win the Perth seat
of Swan in its 101-year history.

“I didn't realise during the
campaign that this would be possible
until someone pointed it out. It wasn't
until a mother and son came to my
office, and the mother resembled my
own mum, that it hit me. For over a
century, people like her would have
been sitting across from a white man
to advocate for them. That's when
| truly understood why diversity
matters—we need more perspectives
in parliament to address biases and

improve policies for everyone,” she
says.

“And from a cultural diversity
perspective, this is the most diverse
parliament we've ever had. However,
all political parties still need to do
more, and I'm proud that in Western
Australia, we've elected people
from multiple cultural backgrounds,
including Chinese, Malaysian,
Egyptian, Indian, and Afghan,” she
continues.

She is using her voice now to
highlight the importance of improving
workplace culture, drawing from her
mining industry experience. "My dad
worked in the resource sector for
decades. He's from a generation of
metal workers where losing fingers
in workplace accidents was all too
common-—he lost half a finger himself.
When | joined, the industry had
shifted to prioritising safety, even at
significant financial costs.”

Similarly, she notes the 47th
parliament has seen a notable
cultural shift compared to the 46th.
The addition of a childcare centre in
Parliament House, formerly a bar, and

changes like votes ending by 6:30 p.m.

reflect this transformation.

“There’s still more to do. In
fact, we've introduced policies in
parliament that allow penalties for
bullying and harassment, including
docking up to five percent of a
politician’s salary or removing them
from parliamentary committees.
Politicians are now being held to
higher standards.”

So how does she balance
motherhood and being a community
leader? “I feel like the word ‘balance’
isn't quite right because it's difficult
to do it all. A big part of it is being
available to your community. I'm
fortunate to have an amazing
husband, and my mum is
super supportive as well."

As a Member of
Parliament, Zaneta has
much to offer. She
shares her experiences
from living in
Bangladesh for almost
ayear and what it
taught her. “People
there love music,
there's so much
vibrant colour,
delicious food,
and warmth.
Sometimes
Western
culture feels
so grey and
monochrome,
but | came back
with a deep
love for bright
colours, which
I've embraced ever
since.

“Visiting family
in Goa, India,

multiple times during that year
also connected me more closely to
both Goa and Bangladesh, and that
experience stays with me.”

Importantly, Zaneta advocates
for all Australians, regardless of
background, to have the opportunity
to reach their full potential through
a sense of belonging, good
employment, and education.

“One of the most important
lessons my engineering background
taught me is the principle of root
cause analysis. In engineering,
unless you address the root cause,
you can only mitigate symptoms
but never truly fix the problem. This
principle applies to government,
democracies, and bureaucracies too.
If we want effective solutions for our
communities, we need to understand
and tackle the root causes of issues,”
she says. &~
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~ ZANETA MASCARENHAS
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21™ SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 2024 9.30AM ONWARDS

CRAIGSLEA STATE GH SCHOOL
685 HAMILTON RD, CHERMSIDE WEST, QLD'4032
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SRI SELVA VINAYAKAR KOYIL (GANESHA TEMPLE)
BRISBANE (South Maclean)

Vinayakar Chathurthy Festival on Saturday 07 September 2024
Maha Ganapathy Homam & Sangabishekam

Dear Sri Selva Vinayakar devotees,

Hindu Ahlaya Sangam Qld Inc (HASQ) cordially invites you to participate in the Vinayakar Chathurthi
Celebrations.

Program Time

Special Pooja to Lord Ganesha 9.00 AM

Annathanam (Free Lunch) 11:30am

Sankalpam (Homam & 108 Sangabishekam) 4:30 PM

Maha Deepa Arathanai 6:30 PM

Special Vasantha Mandapa Pooja 7:00 PM

Lord Vinayakar Circumambulation Inner and Outer

Veedhi (Pathway) 7.30PM

Annathanam (Dinner) 6:30 PM onwards

Temple will be open from 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM & 4:30 PM to 9.00 PM for Swamy Dharshanam.

For further information please contact T. Surendran on 0422 335 498

I TTTE T
4T
A

Sl

Temple Website: http://www.sriselvavinayakar.org Follow us on (click the icons): 0
4915-4923, Mt Lindesay Highway, South Maclean, Queensland-4280, Australia, Phone: +61 422 335 498
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ergeant Jagmeet Singh of
S11 Squadron has shared his

personal journey, highlighting
the unique challenges and triumphs
he has faced as a Sikh in the Australian
Air Force. Growing up surrounded
by military influence, with both
grandfathers having served in World
War Il and a cousin currently in the
Indian Army, Singh always knew he
wanted a career in the military.

His move to Australia in December
2006 marked a significant turning
point. By January 2007, he had
already taken the first steps towards
fulfilling his dream by visiting Defence
Force Recruiting. Shortly after, Singh
returned to India to marry Kiran, who
then moved to Australia with him. Only

ple

for future
generatmns

four months later, he commenced his
basic training at Wagga Wagga.

Singh's journey was not without
its hurdles. Upon arriving at Recruit
Training School, his identity as a Sikh
man with a beard and turban posed
unique challenges. He had to seek
special permissions to maintain his
religious appearance, but thanks to the
unwavering support of his superiors,
Singh navigated these challenges
successfully. He believes he was one
of the first to wear a turban in the Air
Force, a distinction that came with the
responsibility of educating others on
cultural practices and the proper way
to wear the turban and badge.

Over the years, Singh has seen
significant progress within the Defence
Force concerning cultural diversity.
Policies now better reflect the diversity
within the ranks, and {TURN TO #43)»
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{CONTINUED FROM #42) the Article
of Faith is included in the dress
manual. Singh hopes his efforts have
made it easier for future generations
to serve without compromising their
cultural or religious identities.

As a strong advocate for diversity
and multiculturalism, Singh recently
participated in a major LGBTQIA+
ally project. His motivation stemmed
from his own experiences of feeling
different and his desire to ensure
everyone feels included and accepted.
His ability to relate to those who look
or identify differently has been a
cornerstone of his advocacy.

One of Singh's proudest moments
came during Indo-Pacific Endeavour
2023, where he represented the Air
Force in India. Returning to his birth
country in uniform, he felt animmense
sense of pride. In addition to his
logistics role, Singh served informally
as a linguist and local guide, helping to
bridge cultural and language barriers
between the two countries. He recalls
fondly breaking down the spice levels
and engaging with local children
in street cricket, reflecting his dual
identity and the connection between
his two Interactions with the Indian
Navy were particularly rewarding
for Singh. Despite the differences in
operations, he found common ground

and mutual respect, enhancing his
sense of community both in India and
within the Air Force. This experience
was his first opportunity to work
in India since joining the Air Force
15 years ago, and it left a lasting
impression.

Singh’'s commitment
to the military extends : ) g :
to his family. His oldest ' ity . Taae T RS SFC e
son recently joined — i S
the Air Force _ ' '
cadets, eager
to follow in
his father’s
footsteps.
Singh's
children
take pride
in his uniform /
and are always /
excited about \ £
new experiences ‘)-*.
and adventures s
that come with their (e
father's military career. \

Sergeant Jagmeet
Singh's journey is a
testament to resilience, cultural pride,
and the pursuit of inclusivity. His story
not only paves the way for future
generations but also reinforces the
importance of diversity within the
Australian Defence Force. &~
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Aju Mathew, Cairns real estate expert,
blends market knowledge & community
spirit for client-focused success

Aju Mathew

Q 0439 988 000

pOW E R H O U S E © dju@phpfng.com.au

Pory

OUR REPORTER
@the_indian_sun

ju Mathew stands as a

prominent figure in Cairns’

real estate scene, combining
his 13 years as a Cairns resident with
a commitment to community-driven
initiatives. As part of PowerHouse
Property, he has made a name for
himself through his unique approach—
one that blends expertise with genuine
care for people.

Aju’s deep involvement with the
local Indian community has been
instrumental in fostering a sense
of unity and support. Co-founding
the Cairns chapter of the Global
Organisation for People of Indian Origin
(GOPIQ), Aju’s leadership has extended
beyond property, touching lives in
ways that strengthen cultural ties. His
role in supporting the growth of this
community mirrors his professional
ethos—building relationships,
nurturing trust, and ensuring that
every client feels valued.

With an academic background
that includes a Bachelor of Commerce
(BCOM), Master of Commerce (MCOM),
MBA, and a Master of
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Social Work
(Professional Qualifying), Aju is highly
qualified in both business and social
fields. This educational foundation
has provided him with the tools to
succeed in real estate, ensuring he
approaches every transaction with a
deep understanding of both financial
and social dynamics.

Stepping into the world of real estate,
Aju’'s background in sales, customer
service, and marketing laid a strong
foundation. His wide-reaching network
has not only facilitated seamless
transactions but has also opened doors
to a plethora of opportunities for buyers
and sellers alike. This ability to connect
people with properties that suit their
needs has been the cornerstone of
his real estate career, allowing him to
navigate the often challenging Cairns
property market with ease.

PowerHouse Property is well-known
for its hands-on, community-centred
approach, and Aju embodies this in
every aspect of his work. His knowledge
of the Cairns market is extensive,
and his focus on client satisfaction
is unwavering. From finding families
their dream homes to guiding investors
through the intricacies of property

ownership, Aju delivers with precision
and care. Whether it's a first-time home
buyer or an investor looking for the next
big opportunity, Aju approaches every
transaction with the same passion and
dedication.

As Cairns continues to thrive,
PowerHouse Property is expanding
its reach by opening new offices in
Townsville and Brisbane. This strategic
move positions Aju and his team to
better serve clients across Queensland,
reinforcing their presence in key growth
areas.

Cairns itself has seen remarkable
growth, with house prices rising by
21 per cent year-on-year, and Aju
has been at the forefront of helping
families navigate these changes. The
median house price in Cairns sits at
approximately $596,000, and units
have similarly increased, with a median
price of $361,000. In a market marked
by such high demand, and with rental
vacancy rates at a historic low of 0.7
per cent, Aju's expertise is invaluable.
His clients benefit from his ability to not
only spot the right opportunities but
also to secure them in a competitive
environment.

Beyond the numbers, Aju is a family

man. His strong connection to his wife
and three daughters is central to who
he is, both personally and professionally.
The values he upholds at home are
the same ones he brings to his work:
honesty, integrity, and a commitment
to doing right by those he serves. This
connection to family life adds another
layer to his service, as he understands
the emotional weight of buying or selling
a home.

As Cairns continues to thrive,
Aju Mathew remains a key playerin
the property landscape. His ability
to balance market knowledge with
personal attention sets him apartin an
industry that is often fast-paced and
transactional. When clients work with
Aju, they aren't just engaging a real
estate agent; they are partnering with
someone who genuinely cares about
their success and wellbeing.

Whether guiding families to their
perfect home or helping investors
tap into lucrative opportunities, Aju’'s
approach is always thoughtful and
client-focused. The future of Cairns
real estate looks bright, and with
professionals like Aju leading the way,
local families and investors alike are in
good hands.

As Cairns
continues
to thrive,

PowerHouse

Property is
X n

its reach by

opening new.
offices In

Townsville
and Brisbane.
[his strategic

move
positions Aju
and his team
to better serve
clients across

Queensland
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ISKCON Brisbane celebrated Janmastami

2024 at The Croatian Club in Rocklea

NICK ATTAM
X @the_Indian_Sun

The ISKCON Brisbane community
recently celebrated Sri Krishna
Janmastami in grand style at
The Croatian Club in Rocklea. Held on
Tuesday, 27 August 2024, this year's
festival was acclaimed as the largest
and most vibrant Janmastami event in
Brisbane, attracting a diverse audience
for a day of cultural and spiritual
festivities.

The Croatian Club, located at
164 Dunn Rd, Rocklea QLD 4106,
was transformed into a lively

celebration hub. The event featured
a captivating lineup of dance and
theatre showcases, bringing to life the
story and teachings of Lord Krishna
through colourful performances. These
artistic expressions offered a deep and
enriching experience for attendees.
Central to the festival were the
sacred rituals that imbued the event
with spiritual significance, allowing
participants to engage in traditional
practices and connect with the essence
of Janmastami. The ceremonial
chanting of hymns and devotional
activities created a reverent and festive
atmosphere. {TURN TO #47»
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<CONTINUED FROM #46)»

Visitors enjoyed a variety of market
stalls offering gifts, clothing, and the
much-loved prasadam—delicious
sanctified food that is a staple of
ISKCON festivals. These stalls provided
not only tasty treats but also unique
items that added to the festival's
vibrant experience.

Among the distinguished guests,
Milton Dick MP shared his reflections
on the festival through social media:
“Tonight | was honoured to speak at
the Janmastami festival, which marks
a significant day in the Hindu calendar.
Honouring the birth of Lord Krishna,

a symbol of love, compassion, and
selflessness. Feeling grateful to be
a part of this special occasion with
hundreds of locals—that reminds us
of the timeless values that bring our

community together.”

The event was a testament to the
dedication of the ISKCON Brisbane
team and the broader community's
commitment to celebrating Lord
Krishna's birth. It served as a powerful
reminder of the shared values of love,
compassion, and unity that underpin
the festival and bring people together.

For those who missed the event or
wish to relive the experience, photos
and highlights are available on the
ISKCON Brisbane website. For more
information about future events and
celebrations, please contact Somendra
Krsna das at 0433 242 148.

The Janmastami festival at The
Croatian Club was a significant and
joyous occasion that showcased the
rich cultural and spiritual tapestry of
the ISKCON community in Brisbane. ~

SEPTEMBER 2024 ~ VOL 14 ISSUE 172 »~ &) THEINDIANSUN.COM.AU ~ FOLLOW US ON




' 4

L HH

BAPS Brisbane hosted Grand
Janmastami 2024, featuring
vibrant performances & heartfelt
devotion at St Paul’s School

NICK ATTAM devotees, and cultural enthusiasts from
X @the_Indian_Sun all corners of Brisbane. Janmastami,
one of the key festivals in the Hindu

risbane came alive on 31 calendar, commemorates the birth of

BAugust 2024, as BAPS Brisbane  Lord Krishna. The event transported
hosted the Grand Janmastami attendees through each chapter of

- Krishna Leela event. A night filled Krishna's life, from his playful childhood

with vibrant devotion, mes<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>